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To Fend OFF Spillawer of Vm!@lwe ;

Mexico Trains Quick-Reaction }*@me

By Marlise Simons
8pestal to The Washington Prst

1XICO CITY, Feb. 17-—Mexico
has begun training a 4,000-man
guick-reaction ferce designed to de-
iend the couniry’s southern border
and iucrative oil fields against a pos-
sible spillover of Central America’s
turbulent guerrilia wars, according to
official sources here.

The clite quick-reaction force is
the latest stage of a major effort to
expand and modernize the Mexican
armed forces, which past govern-

ments have kept deliberately small
and relatively powerlese.

In the past threc years, the Army
has grown by 25 percent to 120,000
soldiers. In August, the first six of 12
F5 jet fighters are due for delivery
from the United States. About 100
Mexican personnel are receiving U.S.
training on the planes, the sale of
which originally was opposed by the
Carter administration on the basis of
a longstanding US. policy against
the introduction of sophisticated air-
craft into the region. '
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The Carter admmlstratxon gven-
tually approved the sale. Althiough
the F5 is relatively low on the 'scale
of sophistication, the $110-million
deal will provide a substantial hoost
for Mexico’s antiquated Air Force
and provide the first major step be-
yond the military requirements cop-
sidered necessary to maintain mter-
nal order.

Mexico also has purchased almogt
40 Mopard antitank vehicles from
France and ordered about 60 Pilatt%s

See MEX!CO, A24, Col. 1.
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~air-defense radar system.

e '[mth civilian and military officials
jfagre are becoming convinced that
~Mexico cannot escape the shock
swaves from the south. Informed
~sdurces here said the quick-reaction
idrce will have the capacity to re-
T%ﬁond {o a crigis anywhere in Mexico
“within hours. In particular, it could
Tgiiickly reintorce troops stationed in
-~tie southern Mexican states border-
~itig on Guatemala should that coun-
“try’s escalating guerrilla war spill

<gver the frontier.

«2- Although Mexican foreign policy

MEXICO, From Al
b}ar\eq from Switzerlandt Although
- me single-engine planes normally are
- hscd as trainers, sources close to the
-Msxxc:m military said these will be
~§rm°d for possible combat purposes.
*1=The government reportedly is
*éhopping in the United States for an

has tended to he supportive of guer-
rilla movements in Nicaragua and El
Mexicin  officials
known to be inseasingly concerned
about the situstion in Guatemala.
The government now estimates that
since December, as many as 2,000
Guateraalans per week have sought :
refuge in Mexico's oil-rich south. -
Authorities, fearing that Mexico
will become a bage for Guatemalan
guerrilla activities, or that the Gua-
temalan military will cross the bor-
der in pursuit of the rebels, have
increased their patrols in the diffi--
cult jungle vegion. Occasional reports
of arms smuggling via Mexico into -
Guatemala have not. been confi rmed _
According to one source, the pur-
pose of the quick-reaction force is
twofold: “to act against a profession-
al army in a regular war, and to op-
erate in irregular, guerrilla warfare.”
The force will be dlstnbuted at air

Salvador,

‘are - fields within three hours,”

use of radar,
. Although the Mexican

bases throughout the country, and
will have a capacity “to be at the cil

Training
now under way includes jungle ex-
ercnses, puratroop' exercises and the

" military
operated successfully against a large
rural guerrilla group in the state of
" Guerrero in 1973 and 1974, it has
not had to confront a sophisticated
“enemy inside or outside the country
for decades. Mexico long has recog-
nizeq that it cannct defend itself
against the United States, and does
nct seriously contemplate attacks
from any of its smaller neighbors.
At the same time, sources familiar
with military strategy say the coun-
‘try’s important oil fields cannot be .
defended from sabotage or from so-
phisticated surprise attacks.
But sources who know the think-
ing of the extremely discreet Mex-
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orce, Adds Strength to Air Units.

ican military say that the creation of
the reaction force and the general
military buildup are partly a matter
of pride and prestige, and partly a
reaction to a sense of uneasiness as
turmoil in the region grows.

An official who discussed the
quick-reaction force said it was not
expected to affect the now sestab-

lished Mexican tradition of separat-

ing the military from politics.
In private, Mexican politicians

frequently comment that Guatemala,

with whom Mexicc has tense rela-
tions, has a much smaller but more
sophisticated and experienced mil-
itary than Mexico. They also- note
that while Mexico has become a
major oil power with the West’s
third-largest reserves, and has
gained at least regional political
clout, its military has not grown ac-
cordingly. ‘ B :

Defense - spending in .. 1981

amounted to only 2.5 percent of the
national budget, small by regional
standards. ) .

" “True, the Mexican military is
making a leap forward row,” one

. foreign military analyst said. “But to

be fair, it’s a leap forward from the
state they've been in ‘since the
1840s.” '

Cuatenudu‘Says Guerrilias
Kill 53 Quiche Indians

GUATEMALA -CITY, Feb. 17
(AP)—The Guatemalan Army said

. today that 53 Quiche Indians siain

. Monday in a small northwestern vil-
lage were killed by antigovernment
guerrillas, who were trying to collect
a “war tax.” . .

. Patrols were sent out to hunt for
the guerrillas, the Army said.

“The bedies of the victims were
found completely hacked and with

their throats cut by machetes,” an

- Army news bulletin said, Iistiﬁg 28"

men, 11 children and 14 women as -

-+ killed in the viilage of Chumac.: -
The Army communique attri-
buted the slayings to “an undeter- - -

mined group of terrorist communists .

in the village Chumac, whose resi-

dents informed that groups of rebels .

constantly made incursions in the

area to ask for what they call a ‘war.

tax,” which consists of food supplies
and medicine, as well as the forceful
recraitment of young peasants.” .
Harlier, officials said the slayings
took piace in the neighbcring village

of Calantc and previous reports said

43 persons were killed.

All tbe villages outside the pop--

ulation center of Uspantax, 160
“ miles. northwest of Guatemala City,

are tiny and isolated in mountaineus

terrain. Aside from the communjca-

tions difficuities, no explanation was

provided for the changes in the aym-
ber of victims and lecation of-the

slayings.
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